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Pauline Debanes is an economist
and is currently a research program
manager for a monitoring firm in the
humanitarian sector. She received
her PhD in 2018 from EHESS with a
thesis on the financialization of the
accumulation regime in South Korea
since the 1997 Asian crisis. With FFJ,
she participated in the INCAS project
from 2015 to 2019 and co-authored
two articles with Sébastien Lechevalier,
and is an associate researcher of FFJ
Theme 1.

First of all, we thank you for having agreed
with this interview. We would also like to
congratulate you on your publication of the
ILO report with César Castellvi and Monica
Dwiyanti: “Development and formalization in
Asia: Insights from Japan, Republic of Korea,
and Singapore”.

Could you start by giving us a brief
overview of you career since your PhD and
how it has evolved?
I have embarked in different professional
adventures after my PhD, all under the umbrella of
impact evaluation with a strong quantitative part. I
started by joining the research department of the French
National Office of statistics right after my graduation.
A year later, I accepted a job in the private sector as
Data project manager. Since 2020, I am working in the
humanitarian sector, at the crossroad of monitoring,
evaluation and research. With this new career, I came
back to my initial interest of research on development
that led me to join EHESS at first place.

You were member of the European INCAS
project on institutional change in Asia, from a
comparative perspective with Europe. How has
this project contributed to your own research?

The INCAS project was a crucial moment in my
intellectual growth and fueled my research. Firstly, by
creating a framework to interact with leading scholars
on my field. The annual workshops were very interesting
and stimulating, with a golden occasion to present
one’s research and get comprehensive feedbacks.
Secondly, it led me to set up a collaborative project with
Professor Kotosaka (Keio University, Hitotsubashi
University), member of the INCAS project. We had a
common interest on startup ecosystems, which led us
to collaborate on a comparative study of the Japanese
and South Korean strategies of alliance between large
firms and small innovative firms in technology-intensive
sectors. Through this project, I spend my last year of
PhD at Keio university in Japan, benefiting from
Professor Kotosaka’s dynamic research team and a
great environment to finish my dissertation.

“The INCAS project was
a crucial moment in my
intellectual growth and
fueled my research.”

You are co-author with César Castellvi
(Université Paris Cité, EHESS) and Monica
Dwiyanti (EHESS) of the report for International

Labour Organization (ILO), “Development and
formalization in Asia: Insights from Japan,
Republic of Korea and Singapore” (available
online). Could you tell us how this publication
came to be?
This report build upon the theme of employment
during industrialization, a theme that I did not explore
fully in my dissertation but that I know to be very
important in the “developmental state” narrative. When
the ILO Asia-Pacific office published an open call for
research on the topic of employment formalization
from a long-term perspective, I thought it was a good
opportunity to conduct more research on the question.
I contacted Sébastien Lechevalier (FFJ-EHESS) who
kindly put me in touch with Monica and César. It was
a great collaboration, everyone was really invested
in the project, including Sara Elder from ILO who
commissioned the study. The study was explorative,
and the ILO was receptive on the institutional analysis
we proposed. This work is totally in line with FFJ’s
research program on Asian capitalism. We emphasize
in the report the socio-economic background in the
three countries and interrelated political and institutional
processes that have accompanied the post-war trend of
massive employment formalization.

This report “draws lessons (…) for the
emerging economies of today in Asia and
the Pacific”. Which aspects can be (or not)
applicable for the European countries despite
of the historical and geographical differences?
The lessons drawn are from the industrialization
period, hence it is a bit specific to developing or emerging
economies.
However,
I
the state, and
believe
that
industrial policies,
the
post-war
experience
of
are instrumental in
Japan,
South
curbing down socio- Korea
and
Singapore are a
economic inequalities great reminder of
but democratic control how and why the
shall be imposed upon “developmental”
state (or “welfare”
those public policy
state in Europe)
came to be,
strategies.
with a bright
side of reducing
inequalities and enhancing workers protection, and a
downside of authoritarian politics. I believe a twofold
lesson can be drawn: the state, and industrial policies,
are instrumental in curbing down socio-economic
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inequalities but democratic control shall be imposed
upon those public policy strategies. One should not
forget the labor market development since the 1990s
in Japan, South Korea and Singapore, characterized
by an entrenched dualization of workers concomitant
with the rise of income inequalities. The neoliberal
restructuring, although it liberalized the political sphere,
shattered political compromises and institutional layers
that participated to the “golden age” of East Asia.

What are your future projects?
I currently manage research projects in Iraq and
Syria, I wish to develop collaboration with academics to
explore extend the diversity of capitalism literature to
those countries. More generally, I would like to create
more bridges between careers in the humanitarian
sector and EHESS students.

The Fondation France-Japon de l’EHESS warmly thanks
Pauline Debanes for accepting to answer this interview.

Further information
► Pauline Debanes’ profile page on FFJ
website
Access: http://ffj.ehess.fr/paulinedebanes.
html
► Understanding Institutional Change
in Asia: a Comparative Perspective with
Europe (2015 - 2019)
Access: http://ffj.ehess.fr/
capitalismesasiatiques.html
► INCAS project blog
Access: https://incas.hypotheses.org/
► ILO report - co-authored with César
Castellvi (Université Paris Cité, EHESS)
and Monica Dwiyanti (EHESS)
Development and formalization in Asia:
Insights from Japan, Republic of Korea, and
Singapore
Access: https://www.ilo.org/asia/publications/
WCMS_831141/lang--en/index.htm
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