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 SUMMARY 
 

Instability in political leadership has been a serious problem in recent Japanese politics, as indicated by 
the fact that the present Prime Minister, Naoto Kan, is the sixth person to hold the office since 2006. When 
the Democratic Party was elected to power in September 2009, ending the long rule of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, many expected that the cycle of short-term prime ministers would end. Top leadership, 
however, remained unstable and Mr Kan began 2011 in an extremely vulnerable position. The triple 
disaster of earthquake, tsunami and nuclear crisis that began on 11th March 2011, nevertheless placed 
confrontational politics on hold and gave the embattled Prime Minister an opportunity to show his 
leadership abilities. How far the system will allow him to rise to the occasion will be the principal topic of 
this paper. 
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Seventies (1973); Dynamic and Immobilist Politics in Japan (1988); Dictionary of the Modern Politics of 
Japan (2003); Collected Writings of J.A.A. Stockwin (2004); Governing Japan: Divided Politics in a 
Resurgent Economy (4th revised edition, 2008). 
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