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 SUMMARY 
 

The Japanese economy is recovering gradually with the recovery of the world economy. However, the 
Japanese economy has structural problems, and without addressing these problems, Japan’s economy 
cannot achieve robust economic growth even after the end of the economic crisis. In this seminar, firstly, 
the three structural problems of Japan’s economy will be discussed. Secondly, the necessary 
challenges to overcome these problems amid population decline will be considered. Thirdly, the terrible 
fiscal situation in Japan will be presented. And on the basis of these economic and fiscal situations, the 
speaker will argue the problems of the current administration. 

 
 

 ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
 

Hiroko Ota is Professor and Vice-President of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
(GRIPS), Tokyo. She had a double career researcher/professor (Japan Institute of Life Insurance, 
Osaka University, Saitama University and GRIPS) and of bureaucrat (Cabinet Office, Economic 
Research Bureau). From September 2006 to July 2008, she has been Minister of State for Economic 
and Fiscal Policy. Her research areas are Public Finance and Economic Policy. Among our numerous 
publications, one can quote the following three books published in Japanese: The challenges of the 
Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy for Structural Reform of Japanese Economy, Toyokeizai 
Shinposha, 2006; Tax Reform in Japan, Toyokeizai Shinposha, 2002; Economics of Risk Taking, 
Toyokeizai Shinposha, 1996. 

 
 
  

 

 

PROCHAINEMENT 

 
 

 « Les transformations de la régulation sociale au Japon depuis 
le début des années 1990 » 
Séminaire ouvert de Yuichiro Mizumachi (Université de Tokyo) 
18 mars 2010, 17h-19h, EHESS, 96 bd Raspail 75006 Paris, Salle des 
Lombard 
 

 « The art of balance in health policy: How to maintain an 
egalitarian system at affordable costs » 
Série de seminaries de John C. Campbell (University of Michigan) et 
Naoki Ikegami (Université Kéio) du 3 au 7 mai 2010 

 


