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 SUMMARY
After the imperial "restoration" of 1868, the Japanese past was mobilized to serve the state and
modernity. Officially sponsored annals asserted the new state's connection to the distant era of direct
imperial governance. Perhaps more fundamentally, a progressive view of history emerged that
presented the restoration as a necessary stage in social evolution and dismissed opposition to the
regime of modernity as an anachronism. Traces of the new view of history can be found not only at the
conceptual level but also in the style of historical narrative.
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