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Le livre
The major purpose of this book is to clarify the importance of non-
technological factors in innovation to cope with contemporary complex 
societal issues while critically reconsidering the relations between 
science, technology, innovation (STI), and society. For a few decades now, 
innovation—mainly derived from technological advancement—has been 
considered a driving force of economic and societal development and 
prosperity. 

With that in mind, the following questions are dealt with in this book: What 
are the non-technological sources of innovation? What can the progress of 
STI bring to humankind? What roles will society be expected to play in the 
new model of innovation? The authors argue that the majority of so-called 
technological innovations are actually socio-technical innovations, 
requiring huge resources for financing activities, adapting regulations, 
designing adequate policy frames, and shaping new uses and new users 
while having the appropriate interaction with society.

This book gathers multi- and trans-disciplinary approaches in innovation 
that go beyond technology and take into account the inter-relations with 
social and human phenomena. Illustrated by carefully chosen examples 
and based on broad and well-informed analyses, it is highly recommended 
to readers who seek an in-depth and up-to-date integrated overview of 
innovation in its non-technological dimensions.
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Cette table ronde est organisée en collaboration avec la Fondation France-
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l’occasion de la parution de l’ouvrage Innovation Beyond Technology aux 
éditions Springer. 
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