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Challenges and Difficulties of Tokyo as a
Post-global City

Takashi Machimura (Hitotsubashi University)
Discussants: Eric Denis (CNRS), Beatriz Fernandez (EHESS), Sébastien Lechevalier (EHESS)

Global cities have entered into a difficult phase. Under the further globalizing economy, global cities,
once seen as the most competitive unit of the interface between global capital and local supporting
activities, are surpassed by the growing trend of globalization itself. Cities remain spatially fixed,
in spite of the progress of the mobility-driven capitalist economy. Cities are required to provide
infrastructures for fostering their role as a global city. However, enough profits do not return to their

citizens and the city itself. This presentation considers difficulties of the global cities after globalization
by examining the case of Tokyo.

Takashi Machimura is Professor of Social Sciences at Hitotsubashi University. His current research
interests focus on globalization and its urban impacts, global cities, urban policies and governance,
mega events and cities, international migration, social movements, developmentalism and dam.

This conference is organized in the framework of two EHESS seminars (“Villes-capitales et
meétropoles” and “Faire la ville aujourd’hui”) and with the support of Toyota Frontier Research Center.
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